
APA (American Psychological Association) 6th is an author-date referencing
style where you have an in-text citation and a related entry in a reference
list at the end of your document. 

APA 6th - thesis or dissertation 

Reference list 

Add a reference list at the end of your essay, citing all sources used in the
body of your writing. The reference list should be in alphabetical order by
the first author's surname. 

Thesis or dissertation 

Format (Electronic) 

Author. (Year of publication). Title of thesis (Thesis type,
Name of Institution). Retrieved from Name of Database.
(Additional identifier if supplied) 

Author. (Year of publication). Title of thesis (Thesis type,
Name of Institution). Retrieved from URL 

Format (Print) 

Author. (Year of publication). Title of thesis (Unpublished
thesis type). Name of Institution, Location. 

Examples 

Lin, M. (1998). Risk factors for motorcycle crashes in an
urban and a rural area. A cohort study (Doctoral
dissertation). Available from ProQuest Dissertations &
Theses. (UMI No: 9832929) 

Gedye, F. I. R. (2013). Development of pathways to a life of
flourishing: An evaluation of a positive psychology
intervention (Master's thesis). Retrieved from https://
researchspace.auckland.ac.nz/handle/2292/22048 

Fisher, D. (2000). Homework: Attitudes, time, gender, and
achievement in English and science amongst year 11
students (Unpublished master's thesis). Auckland College
of Education, Auckland, New Zealand. 

Ingram, P. T. (1990). Indigenous entrepreneurship and
tourism development in the Cook Islands and Fiji 



(Unpublished PhD thesis). Massey University, Palmerston
North, New Zealand. 

An example reference list 

See also: multiple works by the same author , one source cited in another , 
similar information from multiple works , abbreviations . 

In-text citation 

When you use another person’s ideas or words in your text include the
author’s name and publication date. 

If you use the author’s name as part of a sentence, include the date of
publication in brackets. 

... in a recent study (Smith, 1988). Another finding, according
to Smith (1988), was that ... 
In a recent study, Smith (1988) showed that ... Another
finding, according to Smith, was that ... 

See also: Multiple works by the same author, Similar information from
multiple works, One source quoted in another 

An example paragraph 

See also: more on paraphrasing ... 

Quoting 

Direct quotes of less than 40 words require quotation marks and the page
number/s. 

Research suggests that "students perform better when
rested" (Smith, 1988, p. 5). 
Smith (1988) observed that "students perform better when
rested" (p. 5). 

See also: more on quoting, including long quotes ... 

This material is based on the Publication manual of the American
Psychological Association (2010), the APA style guide to electronic
references (2012) and the APA style blog . For further information, please
consult the manuals directly. 
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